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In 2021 OAPN...

Connected 130+ arts

Hosted our virtual

Increased membership

professionals from

"Tuesday Talks" series

by 53% totaling 181

across the globe by

which engaged 400

members by December

hosting an in person

colleagues who spent 50+

2021

networking conference

hours online networking
and participating in
professional development

Took part in a four part

Updated our Code of
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Regulations, better
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dollars combined by 19%

(E.D.I.A) training session
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for our entire board

permanent committees
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In 2021 OAPN...

Created partnerships

Increased our social

Began writing and

with arts agencies and

media following by 46%

developing a forward

non-profits like Ohio

totaling 1,777

thinking

Citizens for the Arts & the

connections across all

and SWOT Analysis

Ohio Arts Council

platforms

Strategic Plan

Increased membership

Welcomed more than

Increased our Presenter

benefits through

11K visitors to our new

Membership

partnerships, online and

and improved website

representation to 25

in-person networking,

and online membership

Ohio Counties and six

and a robust membership

portal

US States

portal
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OAPN Also...
Updated our Mission, Vision & Purpose and created Core
Values & a Celebration Statement
MISSION
Ohio Arts Professionals Network (OAPN) is a member-based organization whose mission is to support
and grow the touring Arts & Culture industry in Ohio.
VISION
OAPN will be the premiere member organization in the state of Ohio that artists, agents, and presenters
go to when participating in the touring arts industry.
OUR PURPOSE:
To develop and share information on the selection, promotion, and presentation of the performing
arts.
To facilitate bringing presenters and artists together in the best interests of the performing arts.
To provide opportunities for professional development.
To provide services to the Membership, including organizing meetings and workshops; providing
unique profiles for members through the website, offering networking and communication
opportunities, and other services.
OAPN'S CORE VALUES:
OAPN’s core values stem directly from our Members who:
Enhance communities through the arts
Gain valuable best business practices through educational opportunities
Connect with a diverse network of arts professionals
Advocate for the Arts & Culture industry in Ohio
Attend our Conference
CELEBRATION STATEMENT
We celebrate all of the voices, perspectives, and experiences of those who make Arts & Culture their
life’s work. We actively welcome all people as part of the OAPN community regardless of race,
socioeconomic class, color, national origin, religion, diverse perspectives, age, sex, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity, neurological or physical ability, veteran status, legal status, or education level.
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The 2021 Conference...
Brought together 130 arts professionals from the
US and Canada to Playhouse Square in Cleveland for
a Covid safe 3-day conference filled with networking,
juried showcases, professional development, a keynote
speaker, group meals & exhibit hall hours

Introduced a new "sponsored artist program" to
help reduce the barriers of entry, cover all associated
conference/membership costs, and highlight three
juried showcasing artists of color, LGBTQ+, and/or an
artist with a disability. This also provided a socially
impactful sponsorship opportunity for our members

Showcased a diverse selection of performing
artists online and in person. Of our 24 juried
showcases, 54% of the performers included artists of
color, LGBTQ+, and/or artists with a disability

Created the inaugural OAPN IMPACT Award to
recognize the work of an outstanding OAPN member
who made great contributions to the performing arts in
Ohio. This year's award went to Angela Meleca the
Executive Director of Ohio Citizens for the Arts

"...The past 20 months have been the most challenging our industry
has seen in generations. Many have lost so much to the pandemicfriends, family, jobs, businesses, staff, clients, and much more. Yet
through all the strife, we’ve seen extraordinary perseverance. Most
of us never want to use the words “pivot” or “unprecedented” again,
but there are endless examples of our industry’s creative spirit taking
hold in communities all over- especially here in Ohio. For me, this
conference is one of those triumphs."

- Gary Minyard, OAPN Board President
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